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On September 14th, I was invited to offer a prayer at a
prayer breakfast as part of PATH week - a week set aside
to honor the important work done by the PATH (People
Attempting To Help) organization.  This is their twentieth
year of providing important community services to those
in need.  As a partner congregation, Beth El supports
PATH with money, supplies, advertising, and leadership.
Tracy Lisner is the President of PATH, and Norman
Werner, John Regan, and myself sit on the board.  The
important thing about PATH is that it is an interfaith
organization - bringing together all of the strengths of the
various religious groups in Tyler to do God’s work.  At the
prayer breakfast, I was asked to offer a prayer with the
topic, “Our Community of Faith Coming Together.”   I
struggled with this topic and I searched for a Jewish way
to express the importance of our faith communities joining
together. And I would like to share that prayer with you.
I shared this once with the Temple during Shabbat Shuva,
but  I have been asked to send this out in print.

Our Community of Faith Coming Together

Hiney mah tov u'mah na'im, shevet achim gam yachad.
The psalmist cried out: "Behold how good and pleasant it
is for brothers [and sisters] to dwell together in unity."
(Psalms 133:1)

Lord our God, you know that there are many paths to You.
Christians, Muslims, Jews, and other God-fearing people
are all in the same forest, yet on different paths, all
striving to do Your will. 

And whatever our faith may be, each of us is drawn to
righteous action because deep down in the marrow of our
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Fr iday, October  1
Erev Shabbat Service 8:00 P.M.

PARASHAH: Exodus 33:12-34:26
HAFTARAH: Ezekiel 38:18-39:7
ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Dr. & Mrs. Gary Gross
BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El
Sisterhood Flower Fund.
YAHRZEITS: September 25-Nathalie L. Forst, 26-
Frank Pluss, 27-Lucile Samuel Van Os, Robert S.
Rubin, 28-David Meyer Levy, October 1-Mina
Schoenbrun.

Fr iday, October  8
Erev Shabbat Simchat Torah

Family Service 7:00 P.M.

PARASHAT-BERESHIT: Gen. 1:1-6:8
HAFTARAH: Isaiah 42:5-43:11
ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Mr. & Mrs. Brett
Harrison
BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El
Sisterhood Flower Fund.
YAHRZEITS: October 2-David Rappaport, Fanny
Ostrow, Marvelle Goldfeder, Rachel Fuerst, 3-Sam
Hyman, 4-Jacob Lerner, David Lawrence Spero, 5-
Isadore Greenberg, Esther Selman Polirstok, 6-Gerson
Goldberg, 7-Dora Blidner, Harvey Mann, 8-Sara
Gertz.

Fr iday, October  15
Erev Shabbat Service 8:00 P.M.

PARASHAT-NOACH: Gen. 6:9-11:32
HAFTARAH: Isaiah 66:1-13, 23
ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie
Horsley
BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El
Sisterhood Flower Fund.
YAHRZEITS: October 11-Eli Portnoy, Hyman C.
Fisch, 12-Ellis Dreeben Freedman, Samuel A. Cohen,
14-Leo Goldstucker, Louis Martin Davis, Frances L.
Marmar, Ellis Smith, 15-Bessie Cinnamon French,
Esther Ostrow.

Fr iday, October  22
Erev Shabbat Service 8:00 P.M.

PARASHAT-LECH-LECHA: Gen. 12:1-17:27
HAFTARAH: Isaiah 40:27-41:16
ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Mr. & Mrs. Sam
Greenberg in honor of Jake’s Bar Mitzvah
BIMAH FLOWERS: By Mr. & Mrs. Sam Greenberg
in honor of Jake’s Bar Mitzvah
YAHRZEITS: October 16-Abe Bernard Gertz, 17-Dr.
Bernard Hyman, Emanuel Drayer, 18-Jenny Donchin
Shapiro, Marie Baer Lewine, David Victor, 19-Yetta
French, Gertrude Tipton, 20-Melvin Bud Gertz, 21-
Joshuah Drayer, 22-Daniel C. Hirsch, Jr.

Saturday, October  23
Service 10:30 A.M.

Bar  Mitzvah of Jake Greenberg

Fr iday, October  29
Erev Shabbat Service 8:00 P.M.

PARASHAT-VAYERA: Gen. 18:1-22:24
HAFTARAH: II Kings 4:1-37
ONEG SHABBAT HOST: Mrs. Dianne Barlow
BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El
Sisterhood Flower Fund.
YAHRZEITS: October 23-Dora B. Bassist, Silas
Friedlander, 24-Morris Robinson, 26-Beulah Gans
Wadel, Joseph Shtofman, 28-Bertha Glueck Buck,
Lynn Goldsmith Cohn, Isadore Drayer, 29-Lida Mary
Hall Hill.

Fr iday, November  5
Erev Shabbat Service 8:00 P.M.

PARASHAT-CHAYE SARAH: Gen. 23:1-25:18
HAFTARAH: I Kings 1;1-31
ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS: Dr. & Mrs. Joseph
Selman
BIMAH FLOWERS: Congregation Beth El
Sisterhood Flower Fund.
YAHRZEITS: October 30-Samuel Krumholz, 31-
Lillian Peso, November 1-Maurice Klotz, 3-Elizabeth
Gugenheim, Michael Stewart Stenzel, 4-Leah
Rubenstein.
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CONTRIBUTIONS

We thank our Congregation Beth El
contributors for their kindness and

generosity.  Their gifts strengthen our
congregation.

GENERAL FUND

IN HONOR OF
DRU KOLKER’S CONVERSION

by Gloria & Ralph Davis

IN MEMORY OF HANK MILLER
FATHER OF MARCIE GINSBERG

by Margie & Mike Victor
by Arlene & Richard Bergner

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOUSE

by Nez & Mike Gross
by Jeanne & Phil Hurwitz

IN HONOR OF
DRU KOLKER’S CONVERSION

by Jim & Aaron Kolker

MUSIC FUND

IN HONOR OF
DRU KOLKER’S CONVERSION

by Jim & Aaron Kolker
by Nez & Mike Gross

by Margo Adams

IN APPRECIATION OF
RABBI NEAL KATZ
by Nez & Mike Gross
by Judy & Gary Mayer

RABBI 'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

IN HONOR OF
DRU KOLKER’S CONVERSION

by Adele & John Regan

TREE OF LIFE

IN HONOR OF
DRU KOLKER’S CONVERSION

Leaf: Geri Cohen,
Francene & Seymour Van Os,

Margie & Mike Victor

IN HONOR OF
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF

ADELE & JOHN REGAN
Leaf: Carolyn Hyman

IN HONOR OF
THE MARRIAGE OF

SHARI & SHANNON ELLSWORTH
Leaf: Mom Shirley Watterson
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DID YOU KNOW…? that WRJ is governed by an
elected Board of Directors which meets annually,
and that an Assembly, comprised of delegates
from affiliated Sisterhoods, meets every 2 years?

                               Congregation Beth El’s

���������������������� � �� �� � �,� � 
 � �3���������������������� � �� �� � �,� � 
 � �3���������������������� � �� �� � �,� � 
 � �3���������������������� � �� �� � �,� � 
 � �3
March 10-20, 2005

Led by Rabbi Neal Katz

Fo r  c o m p l et e i n f o r m at i o n , p l eas e v i s i t
JewishTyler.com and click on the Israel link at the
bottom of the page.  It explains itinerary, costs, flight
plans, and there is a link for registration.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 October 2004
18pm Erev

Shabbat
Service

Hosts: D/M Gary
Gross
Pulpit Guests:
Pam Lisner &
Seymour Van Os

2SHABBAT

3
10am Religious
School

410am
Sisterhood
Meeting-

Coffee

5 6
4-6pm Hebrew
School

7

Shemini Atzeret-
Simchat Torah

87pm Erev
Shabbat

Simchat Torah
Service
Hosts:M/M Brett
Harrison
Pulpit Guests:
Marilyn Serber &
Ben Fisch

9SHABBAT
Bereshit

11am Adult Study

10
10am Religious
School

10am Training
Wheels @
Ahavath Achim

11
10am

Hadassah Book
Club @ Brady’s
Coffee Shop

12
7pm Board of
Trustees
Meeting

13
4-6pm Hebrew
School

14 157:40pm
Song
Learner

Shabbat 
8pm Erev
Shabbat Service
Hosts: M/M
Ronnie Horsley
Pulpit Guests:
Joanne Idell &
Ronnie Horsley

16SHABBAT
Noach

2pm Hadassah -
Rosh Hodesh
Celebration

7:45pm Reel
Jewish Movie
Night

17
10am Religious
School

Hadassah
Regional Meeting
in Dallas

18
November
Bulletin
Deadline

19 20
4-6pm Hebrew
School

21 228pm Erev
Shabbat
Service

Hosts: M/M Sam
Greenberg
Pulpit Guests:
Margo Adams &
Sam Greenberg

23
SHABBAT
Lech-Lecha

10:30am Bar
Mitzvah of Jake
Greenberg

24
10am Religious
School

25 26 27
4-6pm Hebrew
School

28 298pm Erev
Shabbat
Service

Host: Dianne
Barlow
Pulpit Guests:
Margie Victor &
Dennis Darryl

30
SHABBAT
Vayera

11am Adult Study

31
10am Religious
School

      



6

Tyler  Chapter  of Hadassah News

� � �� � ���� � 	�
 	� � 
 � 	
 
 � �� � � � ��� � � �
 �� � � � � � � �
� �
 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � 
 � � � � � � � 
 �
� � � �� � � � ��� � �� �� ��� � � � 
 � � � ��� �� !� ��
 � � �
 �� 
 � � "
#� � �� $� � � ��� � �%
 � �� �� � �� 
 � � � �� �� �� � �� �
 � � �� � 

� � � ��� � � ��� � �� 
 ��� � �� �� � 
 � 	� � � � � ��&� � � 
 � �� � ��
 � �
� �� � �' �� � 	( �� � �� � � �"�) � �� ����� � �� � � �� � 
 �� � �*
 �� � �

+� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � � ��� � � � � � �
 � � �� � �� � � �� � � �� � � 
 � � � � � ,
( �� � � � �� 
 � � �� � � �*
 �� �� � �� ��
 � ��� � � ��� � � �� � � ��� � � ��
 � � ��� � � �� �
� � � � ��� 
 �� �� � � �� � �� ���� � � � � �� �� � � � � � � ��� � �� �
 � 
 � �� � �� � � � � �
+� � � � � � � ��� � �� �� � �� � ��� 
 � � � !� �� 
 �� � �� � ��
 �� � � �-� ��
 � ��� ��� �
� 
 ��� "�#� � � � �
 
 � ��� � � ��
 ��� � � �� � �� � �� ��
 
 � ��� 
 � � �
 � �� � � � ��
� � � 
 �� � � � � 
 "�

. � ������ ��� � � � �� ��� � � ��� � �� � � �� � �� �� ���� � �� 
 � � �
 ��
 � ��� �� � �
 � �
� � � � � �� � � � �� � 
 	( �� � �� � � ��� / � � �
 � � 0 � � �-�� 
 � � ) � � � � � � � 
 �
� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � �� 1� � "� "�� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � � ��
� � �� �� ��� � � � 
 � 0 � "� ( � ���� 2
 � �� ��� � � �� � � �� � ��� � � � 
 ��� � ��
 � � �
� � � � � � ���� � 
 ��� � ��� � �� � �� � �
 � �� 
 � ��
 ���� � �� 
 �� �� 
 ��� � �� �� � �� � 
 � �
�&� � +�"�3��
 � �
 �� � �� 
 � �� �� ����� � � �� ������� �
 ��( � ���!� �� � �� � � �� � � �� ���
� � �� � �� � �� 
 �
 � ���� ��� � �� 
 ��� �� � � �
 �� � 
 ,�#� � � � � ��
 �/ � � �
 � ��
 �
� 
 � ��� � ��� �� ��� �
 �� � ��� � �
 � � � �� � �� � � ��� � ��� � � �� ����� � � �� 
 �� 
 
 �
�
 �� � � �� � � �
 
 � � �� � � �� "�

. � ��� � $��� � � ��� � �� ����� � �
 � �� � �� �� � 
 ��
 � � �� � #4 &� 5�. � �
 � � �
� 6�� ��� ��� �� "� "�� ���� � �� 
 � � �
 ��7� ���8
 � � � ��
 ��� � 
 � � �8� 
 � � � �
� � �� � �� ��
 � 9� �. � � �� ��
 � � 0 � � �� � 8� �� � �� %� � �� � �� � : ; : "�� ( �� � � �
� 
 � !��� �� � �
 � ��
 � ��� � �� � �� �� �� � � �� �� �� �� 
 
 � �
 ��� � 
 �� � ��
 ��
 � �
 
 � � �8� 
 � � � � �� � � ��� � � <��� � 
 �� �� �� � �
 �� � � � �� ��� � � �� � � � �� � �� �
�
 ��� ���� � 
 �� ��� � � "�( �� � � � �� � ���&�� � � � �
 ��7� ������
 
 � �� � � � �� ���� � "

%
 
 � �8�� � � �� � �� � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � 	 � �� � 
 � � � � � � � �=� � ���� �� � �
� 
 � �� ��� � � �� ����� 
 ��
 � � �� �
 � � ��� � � � � ���� 
 �=��8� � $�� �
 � �. � �
 � � �
� � �� ��� ��� >�� "� "�� ��%�� � 
 !� �8
 ��� � �� � 
 � �
 � � � � � �� ��� � �"�3��
 
 �
� �� �� �� � � �� � � � � ���� �� � � � �*
 �� �� � ��
 ��� ��� � �� �� � � � � �
 � ��� � � � ���

 
 � �� � � � � !��� ��� � � � � �� � �
 �� ,�. � ��?
 � � � � � ��� � � ��� � �� ����� � �
 �
�� � �@�� �� ��� >��� �� 
 �� ��%�� � 
 !� ���� 
 � � � �� � �� � � � � !��
 � ��� � 
 � � � ��
� 
 
 � "�) � �� ����� �� � �� �� � 
 ���
 � � �� ���� � �. � �
 � � ��� � � ��� � ��� 
 ����
 
 �
� � � � �
 � � ��� �� �� � ��� ��� � ����� � $��� 
 � �� "

#� � � � � 
 
 � � �
 � &�� � A
 �� � �� � � � � � � � �
 
 � � � � � 
 � � 
 �� � � � 
 � � �� �
+� � � � � � � �5� � �� 
 
 � "��5
 � �� �� �� �� �� � ��*
 � "�0 � -� ��#
 � ,

( �� � � � �*
 �� �� � �� � �� � �� 
 � ��� � � ��
 �� � �� 
 � � �� 
 �� �� � � �� � � � � �� 9
&� � �) � � � � ���0 �� � � ��� �?� ��
 � � ��� � � �� � 
 �0 � �� 
 � ��-"�) � �� �� ��
8� � � �� ���
 �� � �� �
 � � �
 ���� � �
 � ��� � � � � �� � �� �� �
 � � �� � � �� �
 � � ,�

%
 �� 
 � ��
 
 � ��
 � �� � �� � � ��� � �� � ������ �� � �� ��� ��� ���� � ��� � � � � �� � �
 � ��
� �� ��� � � ��� � ��� � � � � �
 � � ��� �� � 9��� � �+�� � �+
 ��� � 
 � �� �� �
 � � ��� � �
� � �� � � �� � �� � ��
 �� � 
 ��� �� ��� � ����� � 9�

=!� � � � � �#
 � � � ��� � � �� � 
 �� ���
 ��
 
 � �� � �� �� � � � � �� ��� � � � � � � � ��
� � � � 
 ��� � � �� � � ��� 
 �� � � �
 � � �,�

&� � � �� �0 � �� 
 � ��-��&�� � � � �%� ��
 � ��� � � �/ � � �
 � �0 � � �-"

LIFE CYCLE EVENTS

BIRTHDAYS:

NAMES READ ON OCTOBER 1: September 27-
Sarah Gross, Jason Idell, Jennifer Franks Mineo, 28-
Charlotte Shtofman, 29-Tim Beck, Shirley Edelman,
October 1-Sam Greenberg.

NAMES READ ON OCTOBER 8: October 2-Lilyan
Golden Milner, 5-Maurine Muntz.

NAMES READ ON OCTOBER 22: October 16-Terry
Darryl, Marvin Englander, 18-Boyce Genecov, Nez
Gross.

NAMES READ ON OCTOBER 29: October 23-Jesse
Bowes, 24-Felix Exelbierd, 25-Geri Cohen, Stuart
Hene, 28-James Franks, 29-Adele Regan.

NAMES READ ON NOVEMBER 5: October 30-
Natalie Gross, November 2-Linda Sharp.

ANNIVERSARIES:

NAMES READ ON OCTOBER 8: October 4-Cris &
Joe Selman, 6-Pat & James Franks, Carol & Don
Wilcox.

NAMES READ ON OCTOBER 29: October 24-
Adele & John Regan.

NAMES READ ON NOVEMBER 5: November 5-
Terrie & Karl Mutchnik.
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SAVE THE DATE!
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Rabbis Corner continued from page 1

existence, we have the belief that we are all divine
servants. And when your children of different faiths come
togther to serve those in our community who need relief,
who need an ear to listen, who need hope, and who need
to retain their dignity, when we come together to provide
these services, we are doing holy work. 

The variety of faiths is like a mosaic, each stone with a
well-defined boundary and purpose, with its own unique
size, color and characteristics, but ultimately it is part of a
larger work of art. May we appreciate our boundaries, and
yet always support one another in our work for the greater
welfare of our community. God, we pray that our different
faiths will not prevent us from embracing one another - we
pray instead for moments of holy collaboration. 

The ancient rabbis ask the question "Eizeh Hu Chacham?"
- Who is wise?   To which they answer "Shelomed mi kol
adam" - One who learns from all people.   We all have
something to teach and to offer - and may we be guided in
wisdom to learn from one another. 

Lord our God, we bless you and thank you for allowing us
to reach this moment in unity with our brother and sisters.
Amen. 

Rabbi Neal Katz

Congregation Beth El welcomes
our newest members:
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The First Amer ican Bat Mitzvah

On Saturday morning, March 18, 1922, twelve-year old
Judith Kaplan, the daughter of Rabbi Mordecai M. Kaplan,
stepped to the bimah of her father©s synagogue, the Society
for the Advancement of Judaism. She recited the preliminary
blessing, read a portion of the Torah sidra in Hebrew and
English and then intoned the closing blessing. "That was
enough to shock a lot of people," she later recalled,
"including my own grandparents and aunts and uncles." 

The shocking event they had just witnessed, according to
historian Paula Hyman, was the first bat mitzvah conducted
in the United States. Reflecting on her historic moment,
Kaplan observed, "No thunder sounded. No lightning
struck." Rather, Judith Kaplan and her father, founder of
Reconstructionist Judaism, set the model for what has now
become a widespread American Jewish practice.

As Hyman notes, "The bat mitzvah ritual was introduced into
American Judaism as both an ethical and pragmatic
response to gender divisions in traditional Judaism." In
Jewish law, a girl reaches majority at age 12, but until the
invention of bat mitzvah there was no ritual ceremony to
mark this passage. Mordecai Kaplan intended bat mitzvah
to give females equal standing with males and stimulate
Jewish education for women so they would be better able to
transmit Jewish knowledge to their children.

While it started with Reconstructionism, Hyman attributes
the further evolution of bat mitzvah to the American
Conservative movement. In the mid-19th century, American
Reform began moving away from traditional ceremonies
such as male bar mitzvah. Instead, Reform congregations
introduced group confirmation ceremonies when the boys
and girls in their religious schools completed their education,
around age 15. Confirmation, then, was more of a
graduation ceremony than a bar mitzvah. Traditional
Orthodoxy did not allow women to read the Torah. Thus, if
girls of 12 or 13 were to have a coming-of-age ceremony
equivalent to bar mitzvah for boys, it fell to the Conservative
Movement to define what that ceremony should be. 

Change came gradually. As late as the 1930©s, despite
Judith Kaplan©s pathbreaking example, only a handful of
Conservative synagogues had adopted bat mitzvah. By
1948, however, one-third of Conservative congregations
conducted them and, by the 1960s, the ceremony became
the norm within Conservatism. 
The earliest American bat mitzvot were, ritually, not quite the

same as bar mitzvot. They were usually held on Friday
nights, when the Torah is not read or, if held on Saturday
morning like Judith Kaplan©s, the bat mitzvah girl would read
from a printed humash, or book containing the Bible, rather
than from the Torah scroll itself.

The first recorded bat mitzvah at a Reform congregation
occurred in 1931 but, as with the Conservative movement,
the ritual did not catch on right away. By the 1950©s, only
one third of Reform congregations conducted them. Since
the 1960s, as Reform has placed increasing emphasis on
traditional rituals, bat mitzvah has grown to near universality
in that movement©s congregations. A number of modern
Orthodox congregations have now adopted some form of
bat mitzvah as well. Bat mitzvah, an innovation in 1922, is
now an American Jewish institution.

The introduction of bat mitzvah, which was originally meant
only to mark the passage from Jewish girlhood to Jewish
womanhood, raised a series of issues. As Paula Hyman
puts it, "How could a girl be called to Torah as a bat mitzvah
and then never have such an honor again?" Both Reform
and Conservativism grappled with this problem and, by the
1970©s, a majority of congregations in both movements
called women to the Torah.

If no thunder sounded when 12-year old Judith Kaplan read
at the bimah of the
Soc ie t y  f o r  the
A d v a n c em en t  o f
Juda ism,  Kap lan
herself went on to
make a joyful noise of
her own. A brilliant
child who learned to
read English at age 2
and Hebrew at age 3,
she studied at what is
now the Juill iard
School of Music from
ages 7 to 18. She
received her B.A. (1928) and M.A. (1932) in music
education from Columbia University Teachers College. In
1934, Kaplan married Ira Eisenstein, then assistant rabbi in
her father©s synagogue. 

As Judith Eisenstein, she began a distinguished career as
a teacher of musical pedagogy and the history of Jewish
music at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America©s
Teachers Institute. In 1959, at age 50, Eisenstein entered
the School of Sacred Music of Hebrew Union College,
obtained her Ph.D. and remained as a member of the faculty
until 1979. By the time of her death in 1996, she had
composed a significant body of original liturgical music,
created and broadcast a thirteen-hour radio series on the
history of Jewish music and authored a number of books,
including the first American Jewish songbook for children
(1937). 

Of course, her monumental "first" remains her own bat mitzvah.

From: American Jewish Historical Society
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Song Learner Shabbat 
OCTOBER 15, 2004

at 7:40pm

It’s time again for another Song Learner
Shabbat.  Please join Rabbi Katz and Herb
Coursey at 7:40pm on October  15th to learn
two new sings.  Our last Song Learner
Shabbat had a nice turnout.  The goal of the
session is to expand the musical repertoire of
our worship services.  Please mark your
calendar and come a few minutes early to
learn some new Jewish melodies.
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SHABBAT FAMILY SERVICE
(Please note special date)

October  8, 2004

     

Please join us at a special time, 7:00 p.m. on Friday, October
8th , for our Family Shabbat service where we will celebrate

Simchat Torah.
     

This will be in lieu of an 8:00 p.m. service.  
        

If you have any questions about the service,
please call Rabbi Katz at the Temple.


